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International Festival 

Save the date ï Saturday, September 24th, 11 am to 7 pm, Hill Street MarketPlace, for Troy Lit-

tle Italyôs 3rdInternational Festival. Returning participants to the festival are Ladies Auxiliary of 

the Ancient Order of Hibernians (great Irish soda bread and corned beef and cabbage sand-

wiches), AGAPE Church (outstanding soul food) plus performances by their amazing gospel 

singers as well as a Bouncy Bounce for the kids, the Italian Community Center (delicious sau-

sage & peppers), DeFazioôs award winning pizza, tasty ñChurrosò from the cart of Alice and 

Paul Marano of Christ Church Troy, specialties of Caribbean First Choice, the terrific tastes of 

Greek food from the new Third Street restaurant, tea and scones from St. Paulôs Church and a 

few other food vendors we are speaking with. Information booths will include those sponsored 

by Troy Little Italy, the American-Italian Heritage Association, Troy Irish Genealogy Society, 

Troy Public Library, Franco-American Federation, and the Ukrainian-Russian community. 

Kathy Sheehan of RCHS will present a program on the Underground Railroad and the historic 

Liberty Street Presbyterian Church and we will display our poster board collection of neighbor-

hood history. The International Festival will also include our Tribute to Nick Brignola, the In-

ternationally Acclaimed Jazz Saxophonist who grew up in Troyôs Little Italy. A tribute band 

featuring friends of Nick will perform between 5 ï 7 pm to close out the festival. Between now 

and September 24th you can expect several other additions to the family friendly program as our 

terrific volunteers meet with individuals, groups and organizations. Come celebrate with us as 

we highlight the diversity that was always a part of the various South Central and South Troy 

neighborhoods. 

Nick Brignola Tribute Band Announced 

Rocco DeFazio has announced that a quartet of friends of Saxophonist Nick Brignola will be 

the featured performers at ñA Tribute to Nick Brignolaò. The event in honor of the Troy native 

and internationally acclaimed baritone saxophonist will be held at the Third Annual Interna-

tional Festival sponsored by Troy Little Italy on Saturday, September 24, 2011 at the Hill Street 

MarketPlace. The festival hours are from 11 am to 7 pm. The jazz concert will begin at 5 pm. 

Featured musicians in the tribute band will be David Calarco, Chuck DôAloia and Otto Gardner 

who collectively have a very long history with Nick. Dave performed almost exclusively as 

Nickôs drummer for twenty five years. Chuck was Nickôs guitarist for many years and Otto was 

Nickôs bassist for more than five years. In fact this exact trio was Nickôs working band for the 

last five years of his life and played numerous performances together during that time. Saxo-

phonist Brian Patneaude the fourth member of the band is a former student of Nickôs who is 

forging his own path in music and looks to carry on the jazz tradition of his teacher. 

Troy Public Needs Your Help (Again) 

The Troy Public Library is appealing to the public as it asks voters to approve a tax levy which 

will cost the average homeowner $8 more per year (for a total increase of $135,000). Fully half 

of the increase is necessary because Rensselaer County is no longer contributing $72,000 to the 

annual library budget. The cut in the county appropriation saves each county resident forty five 

cents per year (160,000 residents divided by $72,000). The vote will take place on Tuesday, 

September 27, 2011 from 10 am to 8 pm at both the main branch, 100 Second Street and the 

Lansingburgh Branch, 27 114th Street. All things considered, the public library is among the 

most cost effective institutions available and its services and collections are important resources 

for our city and county. Not everything is available on the internet and not everyone has access 

to computers. There are numerous resources available at the public library that are true ñTroy 

Treasuresò including the entire Troy Room Collection, Troy newspapers on microfilm, hand 

printed indices not available in computer formats, detailed historic census data and much, much 

more. 



 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency(FEMA) has opened a Disaster Recovery Center (DRC) located at the Rensse-

laer County Department of Social Services Administration Building, 127 Bloomingrove Dr. in the Town of North Greenbush. 

The DRC is open 7 days a week from 8 am to 8 pm until further notice.  
 

Residents who have sustained damage to their home, apartment, or property are urged to seek assistance at the DRCï this 

applies to everyone- home owners or renters.  
 

Anyone can apply for FEMA assistance so apply as soon as you can to see if FEMA can help you.   
  
You don't have to have been flooded out by the river or creek to be eligible to apply.   
  
As I understand it, if for example your basement was flooded and your furnace ruined you may be able get a new one or have 

FEMA pay for repairs.  
 

Again apply as soon as you can to see if FEMA can help you .  
 

Agencies represented at the DRC include:  
 

FEMA State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) NYS Office of Family and Children's Services NYS Office of Tempo-

rary and Disability Assistance NYS DMV NYS Homes and Community Renewal NYS Insurance Department NYS Depart-

ment of Health NYS Office of Mental Health U.S. Small Business Administration NYS Department of 

Labor Social Security Administration Salvation Army Rensselaer County Department for Aging  
 

Information for that location can be found by calling 518- 833-6130.  
 

Once again residents who sustained damage to their homes, apartments, or property are strongly encouraged to register with 

FEMA by calling 1-800-621-3362, online at www.fema.gov or by visiting the DRC where you can also register for FEMA 

assistance. 

Posted by Richard Herrick 

Flood Water in South Central -  Photos Courtesy of Vic Christopher 

Emergency Shelter at the Italian Community Center�² 1450 Fifth Avenue, Troy N.Y. 

The telephone number for the center is 274-0508 

Thank you to the members 

of the ICC and  Lori Kelley 

for  having the foresight to 

set up the Shelter in time for 

ñIreneôsò wrath. 

http://www.fema.gov

