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South Central Troy Neighborhood Watch Update 
 

The last Neighborhood Watch Meeting was held on Wednesday, May 18th at the Frei-

hoferôs Race Headquarters.  A report of crime statistics was provided for the South Central 

Troy neighborhood.   We had our regular review and update of problem properties and 

neighborhood concerns.  The major topic of discussion at the meeting was garbage and quality 

of life concerns.  Below is a list of important contacts for challenges in our neighborhood. 

 

Emergencies:    911 

Non-Emergency Number:  (518) 270-4411 

Animal Control:   (518) 270-1935 

Code Enforcement:   (518) 270-4404 

Officer McDonald:   (518) 270-4789 

Department of Public Works:  (518) 270-4579 

Confidential Tip Line:  (518) 270-5004 

 

If you want to receive regular updates through email and get crime alerts, please send an email 

to sctroywatch@gmail.com.  The next Neighborhood Watch Meeting will be on June 15th at 

6:00 at the Freihoferôs Race Headquarters at the corner of 4th and Washington. 

STOP 
Make that 

call! 

It Matters!  

 

YOU  are the eyes and the ears of the Neighbor-

hood Watch, use them wisely. Report noise,  

garbage, barking dogs and any suspicious activity. 

 

REPORT 

 

CALL 
Donôt be a Hero 

Safety First!! 

mailto:www.littleitalytroy.org
mailto:troylittleitaly@gmail.com
mailto:sctroywatch@gmail.com


 



 The success of the June Garage 

Sale was made possible by the 

family pictured on the left 

(Andrea, Bill and Tim Daley) 

With a little help from the 

woman pictured on the right. 

(Jane Otto) They did a great 

job.  



Visit us on  

 

 

 

Troy  Little  Italy  

June Meeting 

6/15/2011  
Neighborhood Watch  

6  pm 

Little Italy                     

7 pm 

 

233 Fourth Street 
 

Pioneer Food Market 

77 -  81 Congress Street 

Open daily 8 am to 8 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.troyfoodcoop.org 

South Central 

Little Italy News 
The Record 

May 15, 2011, p8-9. Guided walk 

provides a glimpse of Troyôs past, 

present and future by Danielle 

Sanzone, photo and video by Jeff 

Couch. Liberty Street is undergo-

ing a Renaissance thanks to new 

ownership of several properties 

and their restoration/renovation 

efforts. The efforts to stabilize the 

street were admired by over thirty 

people who also learned of its his-

tory in a combined program pro-

vided by RCHS and Gateway 

staff. 

 

May 15, 2011, p13. One chance 

for a first impression by Andrea 

Daley, Troy Treasure column. 

Little Italy homeowner/resident 

Andrea who is a restoration spe-

cialist comments on the unique 

doorways scattered throughout the 

cityôs historic neighborhoods.  

 

May 16, 2011, p10. A great tour-

nament by Rocco DeFazio and 

Mike Esposito. A Pulse of the 

People ñthank youò to all who 

participated in the 3rd Annual 

Stickball Tournament fundraiser 

for the Roarke Center Food Pan-

try. 

 

May 23, 2011, p6. Students ñpaint 

the townò. 88 foot mural designed 

and produced by Questar III stu-

dents will be installed at Little 

Italyôs MarketPlace to commemo-

rate the history of industry and 

technology of Troy. 

 

May 29, 2011, p15. Troyôs rich 

industrial history by Mike 

Esposito. The Troy Treasures arti-

cle identifies dozens of industries 

that were part of the rich industrial 

heritage of Troy, specifically in 

the South Central neighborhood. 

 

May 29, 2011. Questar III to pre-

sent mural during Troy Night Out. 

The 88 foot mural was installed in 

Little Italyôs MarketPlace. 

Thanks to Caraoke Cazz! 
We neglected to thank ICC mem-

ber Mike Cazzato for providing 

the background music at our 3rd 

Annual Stickball Tournament a 

few weeks ago. Mike provides DJ 

and Karaoke services for any type 

of event in the Capital Region and 

can be reached at518-542-6599 or  

cassata@vanalstineinc.com You 

wonôt be disappointed. 

Father Harry Donaghy 

Volunteer Service Awards 
LaSalle Institute has announced 

the name of the first recipient of 

the Father Harry Donaghy volun-

teer service award which will be 

presented at the 2011 school 

graduation ceremony.  

 

Ryan J. Murphy, a senior at La-

Salle Institute, will attend Hudson 

Valley Community College for 

two years and then plans to enroll 

at Siena College. Among the sev-

eral programs and projects Ryan 

has devoted time to include his 

work as chair of three major fund-

raisers to purchase turkeys at 

Thanksgiving and toys at Christ-

mas for over 100 families in need 

and his most recent project, to 

raise funds to aid St. Maryôs 

School for Boys, LaSalleôs sister 

school in Kenya. Ryan also organ-

ized extracurricular activities such 

as the football club, the after 

school basketball league and kept 

these programs running for stu-

dents who did not make the regu-

lar teams. We wish Ryan success 

in his educational endeavors and 

throughout his life. 

 

The volunteer award was funded 

by money raised from the sale of 

copies of the Historic Saint Maryôs 

Calendars for 2011 and part of the 

proceeds from the Election Eve 

Ziti Dinner co-sponsored by St. 

Anthonyôs and St. Josephôs  

parishes. Awards were given to a 

student at LaSalle Institute and 

Catholic Central High School.  

Death of Parent 
 

We were saddened to hear of the 

deaths of Elizabeth V. Jordan, 

mother of neighborhood business-

man Terry Jordan, Mildred K. 

Kehoe, mother of Troy attorney 

and businessman Peter Kehoe and 

also three long time neighbors: 

Angeline Gabriel Macutek of First 

Street, Angeline Esposito  

Santandrea formerly of Fourth 

Street and Maria Moscatiello. We 

extend our condolences to the 

families of the deceased 

We will announce the CCHS 

choice in the next newsletter. 

mailto:cassata@vanalstineinc.com


Troyôs rich industrial history 

By Mike Esposito 

 
Troyôs historic South Central neighborhood is a treasure trove of industrial history. An eighty eight foot long mural 

designed and produced by students of Questar III installed at the Hill Street MarketPlace in South Central, depicts 

Troyôs technology evolution from industrial water power through current developments in nanotechnology. The 

mural joins lectures, exhibits, walking tours, books on local history, historic site signs, information kiosks, videos, 

DVDôs and other formats that provide us with reminders of Troyôs great industrial heritage. 

 

Jan Berensten Wemp, one of the first Europeans to own property and settle in what is now Troy, built a mill on the 

north shore of the Poestenkill below the falls in the mid-1600s. Mahon Taylorôs paper mill was doing business in 

the same area before 1782. The Andrew Ruff Grist Mill was in operation from 1871 to 1929. The Troy Rubber 

India Company, incorporated in 1836, was located in a large brick factory below Mt. Ida near the Poestenkill and 

employed one hundred and twenty people in making rubber cloth and fabrics and patent leather cloth. In 1876 Wil-

liam Connors, maker of American Seal Paint, opened a factory at Hill and Ida streets. 

 

Jonas C. Heartt owned a company on Second Street which built carriage wheels. The Empire Stove Foundry lo-

cated at Second and Ida from1840 to 1905, was operated by ten different companies over a period of sixty plus 

years producing high quality stoves. John A. Griswold, president of the Rensselaer Iron Works, a huge complex 

straddling both sides of the Poestenkill along the Hudson, introduced to the United States the Bessemer process 

which converted pig iron to steel. He and Troy industrialist John Winslow convinced President Lincoln to build the 

first ironclad warship (the Monitor).  

 

The building that once housed the Eber Jones Bell Foundry, still standing on the northeast corner of First and Ad-

ams streets, was a half a block south of a bell foundry started by Clinton H. Meneely and George H. Kimberly on 

River Street in 1869. Acres of land along the Hudson River waterfront from Ferry to Washington provided the site 

for numerous lumberyards and coal sheds owned by C. W. Thompson, J. P. Gates, J. Worthington, E. D. Waldron, 

and the Van Zile & Wotkyns Company. 

 

In the eastern part of the neighborhood, Abraham Nash started a brewery in 1817 on Fifth Avenue south of Ferry 

which was purchased in 1880 by John Stanton. Stantonôs brewery remained open until the mid-1950s. William 

Kennedy and Edward Murphy Jr. purchased a brewery in 1867 on a site on Ferry Street east of Fifth which first 

opened in 1806. Their company, Kennedy and Murphy was later known as the Excelsior Brewery. In 1876 Charles 

F. Conkey opened a malt house at River and Adams and provided malt for many breweries in New York State and 

New England.  

 

Michael Mahonyôs Architectural Iron Works, a foundry and machine shop located at Fifth and Liberty, made in-

dustrial building elements, storefronts, lintels, hot air furnaces, laundry stoves and irons. Prior to 1876 the building 

was home to the Cleary Brewery. Later it was the Chadburn (Ship) Telegraph Company of America, a pattern 

shop, brass foundry and machine shop which made brass signs, honor rolls and memorial tablets. Across the street, 

the MarketPlace on Hill and Liberty was the site of two important industries - a stoneware factory in operation 

from 1816 to 1837, opened by George Lent which was essential to the potters of Troy who used clay from Mt. Ida,  

and the Troy Gas Light Company complex in operation from 1848 to 1899. By 1873 the gas companyôs Gasholder 

House, an architectural gem on the corner of Fifth and Jefferson, was constructed in what was then a sparsely 

populated area of the neighborhood a block north of the Poestenkill. 

 

Least we forget, Hannah Lord Montage invented the detachable shirt collar working from her home at 139 Third 

Street, essentially the beginnings of the cityôs shirt and collar industry. While most of the garment shops were cen-

tered along River Street north of Federal, a huge brick complex built for the International Shirt and Collar Com-

pany was constructed in 1893 at River and Adams. In 1906 after the company closed, their site was occupied by 

the Troy Underwear Company. By 1935 Tiny Town Togs, one of the largest manufacturers of childrenôs dresses, 

moved their shop from New York City to Troy. Tiny Togs remained an integral part of the neighborhood until the 

mid-1970s.  

 

Most of the industrialists, Heartt, Ide, Griswold, Uri Gilbert and others lived in the area surrounding Washington 



Park. Many of the employees, primarily Irish, German, French, Italian, Lebanese, and Polish immigrants, lived 

within walking distance of where they worked. 

 

Throughout its history, Troy has survived uncertain demographic and economic shifts but has maintained a level of 

stability by being the home to major industries. The past is our heritage, but the future is unfolding at places such 

as Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Americaôs first engineering school when it opened in 1824. RPI is on the cut-

ting edge of the technology which will provide new industries and jobs. Rocco DeFazio refers to this effort as 

ñTroynology!ò 

Lakes to Locks Passage 
Established by the New York State Legislature in 2002, the Lakes to Locks Passage is dedicated to ñbuilding the 

appreciation, recognition, stewardship and revitalization of the natural, cultural, recreational and historic assets of 

the communities along the interconnected waterway of the Upper Hudson River, Champlain Canal, Lake George, 

Lake Champlain and beyond.ò  

 

The website is easy to navigate. The section ñWaypoint Communitiesò lists pertinent information on dozens of 

cities, towns and villages and is a gateway to descriptions of the history of each place, including maps, and points 

of interest such as Natural, Historic, Cultural and Recreational sites of the various areas.  

 

Lakes to Locks is in the process of preparing descriptions for Troy as a ñwaypoint communityò and expressed an 

interest in Little Italy as a site of interest. We are preparing descriptive information about our neighborhood to 

share with them and others in Troy who have been contacted to supply information. Review this interesting web-

site at www.lockstolakes.com 

The mural was the collaboration of students from three Questar III programs - New Visions: Visual & Performing 

Arts, Alternative Learning, and Construction Technologies. ñHigh school students Ethan Griswold conceived and  

created the design and worked with Ben Hatch to transfer the design to 11 eight foot panels, according to Michael 

Gerrish, an art teacher at Rensselaer Educational Center in Troyò 

Questar III students create mural to showcase Troyôs history 

 

ñThe depiction of Burden ironworks, the Collar Cityôs namesake invention that transformed the manufacture of 

shirts and factory production, and the cityôs resurgence today as a force in the nanotech revolution show that Troy 

was a major part of this nationôs history and still is. Weôre proud that our studentsô imagination, creativity and hard 

work have brought this history to life.ò Gerrish said.  

Other students involved in creating the mural include: Scott Gates, Chris Rohlman and Shayne Stevens from Berlin 

High School; Chris Wescott from Averill Park High School, and Jade Gilbert, Jalisa Mellette, Tianna Parker, 

Shamari Stephen, and Eric VanSein from Troy High School. 

 

For more information about Questar III, please visit       www.questar.org 

The end product is mounted on the fence separating the Little Italy market from the bocce court, providing a visual 

history lesson for future generations. 

http://www.lockstolakes.com
http://www.questar.org


World War II Memorial Inscriptions  
Two additional names are being added to the Third Street World War II 

monument honoring service members from the 11th ward. Angelo Renna 

and Anna Reilly have placed the names of their father, F. J. Renna, and 

their uncle, R. J. Renna. Sam Chiappone Jr., Chair of the 11th Ward War 

Memorial Committee has also arranged for a POW flag to be placed on the 

new flag pole which was recently installed at the site. Please remember 
the brave men and women who are honored at this memorial monument 
as well as all veterans and our service members now on duty.  

Thank You 
The 11th Ward Veterans Memorial Committee would like to thank the 

following individuals and groups for their support of a Neighborhood 

Grant proposal to install a new flag pole at the site of the WWII 11th Ward 

Veterans Monument located on 3rd Street between Adams and Jefferson 

Streets in Troy, NY.   The success of this effort would not have been possi-

ble without the help of the City of Troy Mayorôs Office, City Council, City 

Clerkôs Office, Russ Reeves City Engineer, Gettysburg Flag Works, 

Robert Reiter Rensselaer County Veteranôs Office for the POW Flag, Rich 

Welch for delivering the flag pole, Mike Brinkman, Jim OôBrien, Jim Riv-

ers, and Matt Trexler for installing the pole, Bonded Concrete for donating 

the concrete for the project, and Capraraôs Auto Body for  

supplies. 

Everyone involved worked together to have the pole installed in time for 

this past Memorial Day.  We invite family and friends of the veterans 

whose names are inscribed on the monument, as well as neighbors, to visit 

the monument to see the new pole.  It was an honor for the committee to 

have this opportunity to pay tribute to this group of veterans who unsel-

fishly served our country so we can enjoy the freedoms we have today. 

 

God Bless America. 

 

The 11th Ward Veterans Memorial Committee: Mary & Brian Barnes, 

Judy Brearton, Robert Caprara Jr, Dan and Jonathan Carroll, Sam, Joshua, 

Kellie & Sam Chiappone, Mike Esposito, Barbara McMahon, Blanche & 

Jim Rivers. 

The Obedient Italian Wife!  
There was an Italian immigrant 

man who had worked all his life, 

had saved all of his money, and 

was a real "miser" when it came to 

his money. 

 

Just before he died, he said to his 

Italian wife, "When I die, I want 

you to take all my money and put 

it in the casket with me. I want to 

take my money to the afterlife 

with me." 

 

And so he got his wife to promise 

him, with all of her heart, that 

when he died, she would put all of 

the money into the casket with 

him. 

 

Well, he died. He was stretched 

out in the casket, his wife was 

sitting there dressed in black (what 

else), and her best friend was sit-

ting next to her.  

 

When they finished the ceremony, 

and just before the undertaker got 

ready to close the casket, the wife 

said, "Wait just a moment!" 

 

She had a small metal box with 

her; she came over with the box 

and put it in the casket. Then the 

undertaker locked the casket down 

and they rolled it away. So her 

friend said, "Girl, I know you were 

not fool enough to put all that 

money in there with your hus-

band."  

 

The loyal wife replied, "Listen, I'm 

an Italian Catholic and I cannot go 

back on my word. I promised him 

I was going to put that money in 

the casket with him."  

 

"You mean to tell me you put that 

money in the casket with him??"  

 

"I sure did," said the wife. "I got it 

all together, put it into my account 

and I wrote him a check. If he can 

cash it, he can spend it." 

 


