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GARAGE SALE ð AUGUST 6TH 

9 AM TO 2 PM 

Still time to sign up, 

a few spaces left. 

Contact Marion 

518-266-1406 

20 x 20 = $20.00 
Need your own tent, table & chairs 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT  
AUGUST 2ND ð 6 PM TILL DUSK  

BURDEN IRON WORKS MUSEUM  

FOOT OF POLK STREET, SOUTH TROY  

 
Come meet your neighbors, strengthen your community, 

tour the museum, enjoy FREE hotdogs, pizza, gazpacho  

and refreshments, music, activities for the kids, face 

 painting, meatball eating contest, and more! 

Ride the Trolley to National Night Out!!!  

 5:30 pick-up -- Corner of Hill and Washington 

 5:45 pick-up --  Corner of Third and Canal 

Round Trip until  dusk  
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Neighborhood Spotlight 

by Mike Esposito 

 

Multi -award winning gifted actress Maureen Stapleton of 188 First Street brought her  talents to 

the world audience through her appearances on Broadway, film, television, and other media that 

gained her the well deserved fame of her craft  Also, Maureen was a first class Troy booster 

who mentioned her hometown at each award shop and frequently as a guest on the Johnny Car-

son show where she was a member of the ñJohnny Carson Playersò,  joining the talk show host 

in hilarious comedy sketches. Her brother Jackôs Albia Tavern was given national exposure on 

late night TV on several occasions! In an especially poignant tribute to Maureen written by 

Troy native Don Millington on the fifth anniversary of her death (Remembering a Troy Legend, 

Troy Record, March 18, 2011) Don quotes Maureen from her biography: ñThereôs a place 

called Troy on the east bank of the Hudson River. If you want to know me, you have to know 

where I came from and Troyôs my hometown.ò Don was one of several Troy residents who 

would visit Maureen at her home in Lenox, Massachusetts in recent years.  

 

Maureen was born on June 21, 1925 into an Irish-American family. Her parents were Irene and 

John Stapleton. Maureen was a graduate of St. Maryôs School and Catholic Central High 

School. She grew up on First Street in our neighborhood and there and at the schools she at-

tended, she was, no doubt, surrounded by a diverse mix of immigrants which may account for 

the fact that Maureen seemed comfortable playing roles that called for ethnic characterizations. 

Among her many memorable performances were those as Italian women, including Serafina 

delle Rose on Broadway in The Rose Tattoo (which won her the first of her two Tony awards) 

and Beatrice Carbone on Broadway and in the film, A View from the Bridge. She played the 

quintessential Irish mother, Ma Kelly, in the riotous film, Johnny Dangerously, and Mary 

OôMeaghan in her Emmy award winning role in Among the Paths to Eden. Playing a Jewish 

widow, Bea Asher, she was nominated for another Emmy in Queen of the Stardust Ballroom 

(a role much remembered by Troy neighbors as their favorite). As Emma Goldman, radical 

Jewish Communist in Reds, she won an Academy Award in 1981 - after her fourth Oscar nomi-

nation. Maureen was nominated for her first screen role in Lonelyhearts (who can forget her 

memorable scenes with Montgomery Cliff) followed by her performances in the block buster 

film Airport and in Woody Allenôs Interiors. She also had the opportunity to sing a bit in the 

film version of the musical Bye Bye Birdie. In addition, Maureen was nominated for a Grammy 

for the spoken word for narrating To Kill a Mockingbird.  

 

In 1981 she was inducted into the Theatre Hall of Fame. During the same year, locally, she was 

honored to have the theatre at Hudson Valley Community College named for her. Filmmaker 

Rick McCay produced an excellent tribute to Maureen as part of his ñBroadway Legendsò 

documentary which is available on youtube. In the leadoff Barbara Cook is interviewed and 

comments: ñMaureen says óhelloô and I cryò. Among the several youtube entries are segments 

showing Maureenôs acceptance of the Oscar for Reds and the Emmy for The Gingerbread 

Lady. Maureen dedicated her autobiography, A Hell of a Life, ñto all the people who purchased 

the bookò. I guarantee itôs a hell of a read! I remember her exuberance at a local book signing 

when she autographed a copy of her book for lifelong friend Mike Cuozzo of First Street. She 

counted among her friends Marlon Brando, Elizabeth Taylor and many other talented perform-

ers but Maureen never forgot her Troy family, friends and neighbors. She died on March 13, 



2006 and was laid to rest at St. Maryôs Cemetery. Maureen is survived by her children Daniel 

and Katherine and her brother Jack, a life long Troy resident.  

 

View the face book pages and internet websites for more information on Maureen Stapleton.  

 

St. Maryôs alumnus Maureen Stapleton, a 

guest at a school fundraiser, is greeted by 

Frank Lamiano, John ñJBò Boyle and 

Kay Nichols. 



Visit us on  

 

 

 

Troy  Little  Italy  

August Meeting 

8/17/2011  
Neighborhood Watch  

6  pm 

Little Italy                     

7 pm 

 

233 Fourth Street 
 

Pioneer Food Market 

77 -  81 Congress Street 

Open daily 8 am to 8 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

www.troyfoodcoop.org 

 

Save this Date!!! 

 

International  

Festival 

 

September 24, 2011 

 

11 am till ?  

Monday Night Bocce and 

Stickball 

 August 1, 2011 at 6 pm 

 

Free Refreshments!!! 

Bring a Friend 

Thanks, George! 

George Regan is well known 

and appreciated in our 

neighborhood for several 

reasons. He is the owner of 

235 and 237 Fourth Street 

and is a first class landlord 

who maintains his corner 

properties on Fourth and 

Washington where he con-

ducts his business venture 

Friehoferôs Run for Women 

- a prestigious 5K race for 

women now in its 33rd year. 

He is  a consistent supporter 

of our Troy Little Italy 

movement and the South 

Central Neighborhood 

Watch. For the past several 

years George has graciously 

allowed us to conduct our 

monthly meetings and on 

various occasions any num-

ber of special meetings and 

events in his comfortable 

meeting room space. It is 

also the site of an important 

part of our Christmas in Lit-

tle Italy event. Both his life 

and his business experiences 

are invaluable to our group. 

Thank you George for you 

continued support.  

 

2011 Metrolandôs Best 

Congratulations to the fol-

lowing Troy businesses and 

groups for winning the 2011 

Metroland Readers Poll: 

Pizza-DeFazioôs, 266 4th St., 

Family Italian-Testoôs, 853 

4th Ave., Hot Dogs-Famous 

Lunch, 111 Congress St., 

Bakery-Placid Bakery, 250 

Broadway, Pub-Ale House, 

690 River St., Bar-Ryanôs 

Wake, 403 River St., Brew 

Pub-Brownôs Brewing Co., 

417 River St., Best Art Night

-Troy Night Out, Best Kept 

Secret-River Street Café, 

429 River St., Comic Shop-

Aquilonia Cards & Comics, 

412 Fulton St. 

No congratulations are ex-

tended to those who contrib-

uted to the 2011 Best Politi-

cal Cesspool (East) award 

Troy won.  

The American Red Cross 

is experiencing the worst 

blood shortage in 10 years 

and is asking the Italian 

Community Center to host 

an emergency blood 

drive.  We have agreed to 

host this on Wednesday, 

August 3 from 2-6 

pm.    To schedule an ap-

pointment to donate, call 1-

800-RED-CROSS or 1-800

-733-2767.  Alternatively, I 

will be in the office on 

Wednesday, but not Tues-

day.  If you contact me in 

the morning, I can sched-

ule an appointment for 

you.  My phone number is 

274-0508 x 17.  Please 

spread the word.  Thanks! 



South Central/Little Italy 

News 

Times Union, July 20, 2011. 

Lofty plans for grand old 

church by Kenneth C. Crowe 

II with photos by Paul Buck-

owski. The Friends of Wash-

ington Park, the new owners 

of historic St. Maryôs 

Church, are planning to use 

the site as a community cul-

tural center. ñWeôre hoping 

itôs a catalyst for additional 

growth in nearby Little It-

alyò says Washington Park 

President Lynn Kopka. 

The Record, July 8, 2011. 

Garage sale to benefit youth 

programs at the South Cen-

tral Drop-in Center by Ce-

cilia Martinez. Troy Little 

Italy organizes a garage sale 

at the Hill Street Market-

Place to raise funds for a 

summer drop-in center for 

youngsters. The center is co-

sponsored by several local 

organizations including the 

Italian Community Center 

and the Troy Youth Associa-

tionôs CYO Center and the 

City of Troy and Rensselaer 

County. 

Times Union, June 24, 

2011. Prism Glassworks 

video by Tena Tyler. One of 

the newest businesses in the 

neighborhood is featured in a 

short video  

Our Condolences 

We extend our condolences 

to the Cioffi and Abrunza 

families who are mourning 

the loss of Anthony N. 

Cioffi. Tony, born and raised 

on Fourth Street, was a 1954 

graduate of LaSalle Institute 

and a standout basketball 

player from his early years at 

St. Maryós through LSI and 

and beyond, was inducted 

into the LaSalle Athletic 

Hall of Fame in 2006. He 

will be missed by his family 

and friends. 

The Record, July 28, 2011. 

Former church may be trans-

formed into community,  

cultural center, story by Ce-

cilia Martinez. A group 

called The Friends of  

Washington Park are plan-

ning to purchase historic St. 

Mary's Church on the  

corner of Third and Wash-

ington streets and will use 

the site as a community  

cultural center. 

The Record, July 28, 2011. 

Sign educates public about 

private park's history,  

ownership. Photo by J. S. 

Carras. Historical marker 

placed in Troy's Washington  

Park to commemorate the 

170 year history of the orna-

mental park site, one of  

only two in New York State 
Picnic in Prospect Park 

Save the date - Sunday, Au-

gust 14th, 1 - 6 pm, Prospect 

Park pavilion area, for a 

Troy family picnic being or-

ganized by Herb Hyde. No 

reservations needed bring 

along your picnic lunch and 

your memories of Troy and 

join people from the 

neighborhoods of Troy as 

they celebrate growing up 

(and old) in the many di-

verse areas of our city. Herb, 

the author of the book 

"College and 8th", his mem-

oir of a great old neighbor-

hood, believes it's time to 

gather and meet old and new 

friends. Also, for people who 

enjoy "things Troy", be sure 

to get on to facebook for the 

ñTroy, NY Memories" ac-

count and enjoy the photos 

and comments of all who 

contribute to this terrific un-

dertaking.  

Best Business Rehab 

Award for 2010 

On August 9 at 11 am Troy 

Little Italy will award Prism 

Glassworks with a plaque for 

the best rehab of 2010. A 

press conference will be held 

at the building and the award 

will be presented by Mayor 

Harry Tutunjian. Located at 

225 Fourth Street, Philip 

Sundling has done a wonder-

ful job in bringing beauty to 

this block on Fourth Street. 

Join us in this tribute to a 

business owner who has 

made a difference in our 

neighborhood.  The work 

they do in glass blowing is 

outstanding.  Great Memories !!! 


